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Of the Love of one's Country, 


ESTHER, Ch. X. part of the 3d Verſe, 
—— Seeking the N ealth of his People, 


The whole Verſe is, 


For Mordecai the Jew was next unto King 
Ahaſuerus, and great among the Fews, and 
accepted of the multitude of his Brethren, 
/eelang the Wealth of his People, and ſpeak- 
ing Peace to all his Seed. 


E may conſider the Words of the 
. 77 7 Text, as a Deſcription of a true 
\ N /-: 

2 


* 
5 Patriot, or Lover of his Country : 
E. le is one who ſeeks the Wealth 
— or Happineſs of his Country- 
men, his People and Nation. We find here, 
in the Inſtance before us, that to be thus af- 
iced, is a Principle tending very much to 
gige the Good-will and Eſteem of Mankind; 
o render us accepted of the Multitude of our 
{ir-thren, great in their Favour and Opinion. 
Hut after what manner ſoever this may hap- 
'B pen, 
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pen, to Love our Country, is a Debt which we 
owe to it; nor can we diſcharge our ſelves 
from the Obligation, without the higheſt 
Injuſtice, and breach of our Duty. 

To recommend to us this ſo neceſſary and 
equitable Concern ſor the Publick, is the De- 
ſign of the preſent Diſcourſe : And I defire, 
from the CharaQer of a Lover of his Country, 
to ſpeak of the Nature of the Affection it ſelt, 
on which it is founded, what it 1s to ſeek the 
Wealth or Good of our People, or, in other 
Words, to Love our Country ; that we may 
from thence be the better enabled to imitate 
the Example propoſed to us in the Text, and 
to diſcover the Obligations we are under to 
our own Country in particular, Surely it is 
very needful for Us to exerciſe this Virtue; 
our own Welfare, and the Welfare of Poſterity 
depend upon it. 

| ſhall not enter here upon the Relation of 
Mordecai's Actions, or the State and Condi- 
tion of the Jews in his time; which my be 
read in the ſeveral Chapters of the Book 
wherein is the Text. What I have to fay at 
the preſent, ſhall be contained under theſe 
Two Heads: 


I. In the Firſt place, To give ſome Ac- 
count of the Nature and Obligation ot 
Loving one's Country. 


II. In the Second place, To apply more im- 
mediately what ſhall be ſaid on that 
| Subjed, 
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Subject, to our Selves, as Members of our 
own Country. | 


In relation to the Fir/? Part, I ſhall endea- 
vour to treat of it in this Method: 


Firſt, Of the nature of the Love of one's 
Country in General; what ſeems to be meant 
by it, and from whence it may have its Riſe 
and Beginning. | 

Secondly, I ſhall conſider the Qualities and 
Properties compoſing that Duty. 


And Thirdly, The Obligations incumbent 
on People to Love their Country. 


Firſt, Of the nature of the Duty in Ge- 


Beral. 


To Love our Country, is indeed chiefly 
o Love our Country-Men, to ſeek their Wealth, 
their real and true Intereſt. | 

But to be more particular in this Matter: 
By one's Country, if we regard the Significa- 
on of the Word, and the common Accepta- 
11071 of it, appears to be meant, that peculiar 
Region or Soll, confider'd by a People as the 
ace of their Nativity, and where they actu- 
ally live and inhabit : Or part of them, being 
any time abſent from it, are ſuppoſed, as 
much as in them lies, to agree with thoſe 
Others who are preſent on it, to unite into 
Ine Common Intereſt and Society, under cer- 
tan Regulations or Laws of Settlement and 

Government, for their mutual Defence, and 
B 2 more 


3 Of the Lowe of one's Conniry, 
more ſecure Enjoyment of what they account 
moſt valuable and dear to them. 

This, according to the uſual Notion of the 
Word, is here defined to be the Place of Peo- 
ples Nativity, as well as of their more frequent 
Habitation, and Subjection to the Conſtitu- 
tion eſtabliſh'd in it. Though, with reſpect 
to the true nature of the Duty we are ſpeak- 
ing of, there is no neceſſary Cauſe to confine 
it always to that firſt Relation. For it may, 
and does happen, that Perſons born out of a 
Country, may come to have the ſame Regard 
to it, and be admitted to the ſame Privileges 
in it, equally with any the Natives; and who 
having perform'd what is requir'd by the Com- 
munity, for obtaining the Rights and Liber- 
ties of Natives, and renouncing as much as in 
them lies, all Obligations to any other Na- 
tion inconſiſtent with the true Intereſt of 
that of which they profeſs themſelves to 
be Members, are no longer look d upon as 
Aliens. And indeed, being only born in a 
Country, and leaving it ſoon after, without 
having any farther relation to it, does not 
ſeem alone ſufficient Ground to found that 
Love and Deference upon , which 1s uſually 
expected from, and underſtood by the Love 
of one's Cbuntry. And ſhould it at any time 
tall out by ſome Calamity, that a People were 
forced to forſake their Native Country, and 
to ſettle ih ſome other Soil under their old 
Conſtitution and Government; no doubt they 
would then have reafon to confine their 

| Affection 
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Affection to their preſent Habitation: Not 
but that à great part of Mankind appear to 
have ſome ſort of Penderneſs and Concern for 
their Native Place, conſidered barely as ſuch 3 
into the Cauſe of which I ſhall not now en- 
quire. But however that is, the rational 
(rounds of a Love ſhewn to any particular 
pace, looked upon by a Perſon as his Coun- 
try, ariſe chiefly from a Reſpect had to its 
\nhabitants, its Eftabliſhment Religious and 
Civil, from whence he enjoys Subſiſtence, 
meets with Society agreeable tb himfelf, and 
yurtues his ſeveral Affairs, expecting Prote- 
ton and Defence from Laws and Regulations 
ſubmitted to by him. tin ud CUBE 

To Love our Country then, is to take Plea- 
lure and Delight in the Wealth and Proſperi- 
ot the Nation to which we belong, and 
m every thing relating to it, ſo far as it tends 
to the Publick Welfare, its Laws, Cuſtoms, 
Hungers, and even in ſome degree its Soil, and 
the Region it ſelf; and in purſuance, and as a 
n:tural Conſequence of that Pleaſure and De- 
geht, to contribute whatever is in our own 
rower towards the Increaſe and Advance- 
ment of the Common Good. 

it we examine from whence this Love, fo 
very powerful in many, may have its Riſez 
ve may find it in the main to proceed from 
dere of Happineſs fix d in Mankind; the 
12:n:ng of which, ſo far as this World can 
"omote it, depending on the Safety and Fe- 
city of our Country, it cannot but be very 

natural 
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natural for Us, earneſtly to wiſh the ſame to 
happen to it, and to pleaſe our ſelves with 
the Thoughts and Appearances of being gra- 
tified accordingly. "is [eaſy to obſerve, in 
thoſe who have the greateſt Concern for 
their Country's Good, that what they chiefly 
eſteem themſelves, they very much defire 
their own Country to excel in. Hence it is 
that they who place a high Value upon Vir- 
tue, Courage and Conduct, Learning, Inge- 
nuity, and the like, (ſuch Perſons being uſu- 
ally the great Lovers of their Country) are 
ſo very ſolicitous to have thoſe ſeveral Qua- 
Iifications flouriſh in their own Nation, ra- 
ther than in another, and are ſo very jealous 
of its Honour and Reputation upon that Con- 
ſideration: Which Concern ſeems to proceed 
from ſome ſuch Cauſes as the following. 
For that when a Country is become f- 
mous in thoſe Endowments, every individual 
Member having ſuch things in Eſteem, is in- 
clined to imagine the Credit of them does in 
ſome degree redound to himſelf, as being 
one of the People, ſprung from the ſame 
Race, bred up under the Diſcipline and Con. 
{titution, which have produced the ſeveral 
Perſons, who at times, by their Excellence in 
thoſe Perfections, have added a Luſtre to 
their Country, and made 1t renowned among 
other Nations. Beſides, while theſe good 
Qualities are lodg'd at Home, we actually 
reap the Benefit of them; which cannot be 


ſo h &ed from a Foreign Countr). 
W An nag . Whereas, 
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Whereas likewiſe, being found Abroad, in 
caſe of Enmity, as it often falls out, they 
may come to be turn'd to our great Prejudice 
and Diſadvantage. Which may be thought 
Reaſons ſufficient to diſpoſe People in favour 
of their own Country, and to make them de- 
frovs it ſhould excel in all commendable Per- 
ſormances. But enough of this. I proceed, 


I. To confider the Qualities and Proper- 
tics of a true Love of our Country. 

Firſt, in General: This Love we may eaſi- 
gather, does contain in it, or will neceſſa- 
rily produce , an hearty Endeavour after, 
ind an actual Performance of every thing 
that does really tend to promote the Publick 
Good, But then this muſt be ſo managed, 
15 not to offer any Injuſtice to any other 
Nation. No defire of our Country's Happi- 
neſs can warrant Men to procure it, at the 
Wrong, and by the Injury of another People. 
A Proceeding not only unlawtul in it ſelf, 
but repugnant to the very End that may be 
propoſed by it. For moſt certain it is, all 
Actions of Injuſtice, of what Nature ſoever 
they are, will in the Event be found preju- 
dicial ro thoſe who are ſo far miſtaken as to 
commit them, 

it does not, I conceive, require much Proof 
to !1ew, that a Love of our Country does 
require of us, that we ſhould prefer the Good 
of te Community to any Private Advantage 
an! Jatisfaction. Which certainly is a Do- 

ctrine 
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Arine not more. neglected, than it is juſt ang 
neceſſary to be practis d: Since the contrary 

Behaviour is moſt directly oppoſite to the 
Deſign of Mens forming themſelves into Civil 
Societies: Which, undoubtedly, was to pro- 
cure the Good of the Community; that every 
particular Member might with all fitting 
Equality, ſo far as would be conſiſtent with 
the Benefit and Intereſt of the reſt, partake of 
the Advantages of Government. And as to 
the Extent of this General Concern for the 
Publick, it ought to overcome every Private 
Regard ; to be carry'd even to the expoſing 
of a Man's Life, in a lawful Cauſe, for the 
Welfare and Safety of his Country, As this 
has always been accounted the Part of a true 
Patriot; fo it is in it ſelf very expedient and 
fit to be done. For ſceing that a Nation 
cannot well ſubſiſt and continue, conſidering 
the Iniquity of People prone to. moleſt their 
Neighbours, without a. Readineſs in the 
Members of that Nation to Defend their 
Country, againſt the Aſſaults of thoſe who 
may attempt to Invade it; It cannot but be 
reaſonable for a Government, upon Occaſion, 
to expect a ſuitable Compliance from thoſe 
who are beſt qualified for that Service, and 
as reaſonable in them not to deny it. Aud 
indeed, in proſpect of Danger, aud ones 
Country's Ruine, when the Laws, Libertics, 
and Religion of a People lie at ſtake 5; What 
Man cou'd refuſe, in ſuch a Cauſe, to venture 


a Life, that, by the utmoſt and moſt ignomt- 
| nious 
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nious Self-concern, wou'd not laſt long, in 
order to ſecure to hunſelf, and others, the 
Continuance of ſuch Bleſſings, if he ſhou'd 
ſurvive ; or if he fail in that, by an honour- 
able Death to ſecure them to Poſterity ? 
This Love for one's Country muſt be ſhewn 
likewiſe, not only in a contempt of a Perſon's 
private Intereſt, and even of his Lite, for the 
' Common Good; but in a reſtraint of all his 
irregular Appetites and Deſires, how much 
ſocver agreeable to him, that are inconſiſtent 
with the Publick Profit; as it is Demonſtra- 
tion all Actions of Vice and Wickednels are. 
No vicious Man can be a perfe& Lover of his 
Country ; he may in part be ſuch, but he 
cannot fairly pretend to that Name in its juſt 
and fulleſt Senſe. He who would be ſuch 
indeed, muſt deveſt himſelf of every thing 
injurious to the Common- wealth, and purſue 
that ſolely, which will prove advantageous to 
u. This will indiſpenſably oblige him to 


the Practice of true Religion in its ſeveral 


Duties, the only ſure Method, to promote 
the Happineſs and Proſperity of a Country: 
Which it does both by way of natural Ef- 
ect, and by procuring the Bleſſing and Pro- 
tection of Almighty God. A Truth, to 
which the Experience and Hiſtory of Man- 
lind have born Teſtimony in all Ages, toge- 
ther with Divine Revelation infallibly aſſu- 
ung us, that Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, 
but fin is 4 Reproach to any People, Prov. 


14.34. 
C Thus 
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Thus much of the Love of one's Country 
in General, including the Exerciſe of Piety 
and Virtue, abſolutely required of a good 
Patriot. 


But let us next conſider, briefly, ſome of 


the more particular Offices, which a Love 


of one's Country may ſeem eſpecially to re- 
quire. | 


Firſt : It is incumbent on People, that they 
endeavour to maintain the Government and 
Conſtitution of their Country, This is 3 
very juſt Submiſhon and Deportment due to 
every Lawful Government. Where the Sub- 
jects either conſiſt of thoſe who have gi- 
ven Publick Aſſurances of their Approbation 
of, and Fidelity to it; and therefore ought 
certainly to ſupport and defend it: Or are 
ſuch, who living under it, are ſuppoſed tacitly 
to approve it; and receiving Protection and 
Defence from the ſame, are obliged to make 
a ſuitable Return of Reſpect, Deference, and 
Service. And much rather ſhould particular 
Perſons leave a Country, than by ſtaying in 
it, through any unreaſonable Diflike, continue I 
to diſturb it. Submit your ſelves to every Or- 
dinance of Man for the Lord's ſake, lays the 
Holy Scripture, 1 Pet. 2. 13. wann dee 
x iz, as it is in the Original, to the Conſtitu- 
tion and Government you happen to live un- 


der; which 1s here called an Human Ordi- 
_ nance, 3 


Of the Lowe of one's Country. 15 


nance, the Inſtitution and Contrivance of 
Man: Whether it be to the King 

a; Supreme ʒ or unto Governors, as Verſe 14. 
unto them that are ſent by him | 
for the puniſbment of Evil-doers , and for the 
praiſe of them that do well. How Govern- 
ment and Magiſtracy may be termed by 


St. Paul aſſures us, The Powers 

that be, are ordained of God, can- Rom. 13. 4. 
not be better explained than in 

the Words of the Learned Biſhop Sanderſon: 
* The Truth is, ſays he, the F 
« Subſtance of the Power of eve- Mag. pooh 
* ry Magiſtate is the Ordinance 

8 of God ; and that is St. Paul's Meaning : 
* but the Specification of the Circumſtances 
* thereto belonging, as in regard of Places, 
* Perſons, Titles, Continuance, Juriſdiction, 
* Subordination, and the reſt, is (as St. Pe- 
er termeth it) an humane Ordinance, in- 
* troduced by Cuſtom or poſitive Law, And 
o theſe higher Powers St. Paul enjoyns Men 
to be che, not only for Wrath, 

but alſo for Conſcience ſake. 


Rom. 13. 1, 5. 


us Part that we are mentioning of a good 
Patriot, will oblige us to maintain the due 
Digenty and Reputation of Governors, and 
juſt Reſpe& for them, and their Adminiſtra- 
101, that they may not be rendred vile and 
inconſiderable in the Eyes of the People. This 
15 + Proceeding of great Moment to the 
(Qui:t and good Order of Communities. As 
C 2 the 


St. Peter, an humane Ordinance, when 


— — 
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the contrary Behaviour is of moſt dangerous 
Influence. It will not be ſufficient V indica- 
tion of Men before God, or to their Coun- 
try, that in the Diſorders and Tumults which 
at any time afflict a State, they have not ap- 
peared openly in them, or with their own 
Hands been the Executioners of Popular Rage 
end Madneſs. This is not ſufficient. But 
all the Arts and Contrivances of ſtirring up 
Publick Diſcontent, in leſſening the Venerat:- 
on due to thoſe in Authority muſt be omitted: 
The ſpeaking evi / or contemptuouſly of Digmities, 
the inſtilling of ill- grounded Fears and Jealou- 
ſies into the Minds of the People ; the propa- 

ating Rumours and Reports, to the Prejudice 
of the Pnblick, ſuch as are either known to 
be falſe, or if believed to be true, can ſerve 
to no good End in the Diſcovery. Theſe 
and the like Liberties are the Seeds and Nou- 
riſhment of Commotions and Diſturbances; 
and in which Practices, no one that fincere- 
ly 8 his Nation, ought to indulge Him- 
ſelt. 

Secondly : The Love of our Country re- 
quires of Us, in relation both to our Perſons 
and Eſtates, Submiſſion and Obedience to the 
Laus of our Country; which being founded 
on Juſtice and Equity, and intended for 
the Common Advantage, we are under the 
ſtrongeſt Obligations imaginable to be confor- 
mable to them. Without this Compliance, 
nothing but Confuſion and Diſorder muſt en- 


ſue. Should they who ſit at the Helm, _ 
ave 
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have the Government and Direction of the 
| Veſſel, who are ſuppoſed to look out and to 
know beſt how to ſteer it; ſhould they be diſ- 
obcyed by thoſe who are under them, what 
ould follow but Ship-wreck and Ruine ? So is 
it in Nations, which cannot poſtibly ſubſiſt, but 
wuſt be broken in pieces, without due Obedi- 
ence and Subjection to Laws and Regulations, 
But this I ſhall notat preſent longer dwell upon, 

Thirdly e It is equally neceſſary, that every 
one deſiring to Love his Country, ſhould ex- 
ccnte the Office he is placed in, with the ex- 
acteſt Diligence and Honeſty. This will ren- 
der the Body vigorous and flouriſhing, as the 
contrary will tend very much to weaken and 
cc{troy it; and the more or leſs ſo, as any 
defective Fart is more or leſs needful and 


eminent. In this Concern, if Nature, or want 


of due Improvement has made any one unfit 
ior any certain Employment under a Govern- 
ment; this ought to be ſufficient Reaſon, as 
well to himfelf as to others, that he ſhould 
not be fixed in it: He may be uſeful in an- 
cher capacity ; and it is but an equitable part 
of Generofity, how much ſoever neglected, 
to bring one's ſelf to a ſuitable Compliance. 
Fourthly e Since nothing contributes more 
to the flappineſs of a Country, than true 
Love and Charity; nothing is more neceſſary 
m who affect their Country as they ought, 
han the exerciſe of that Duty in its ſeveral 
Properties and Effects. This will diſpoſe 
Men to be as uſeful'as they can in their _ 
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ral Stations; to ſuccour the Helpleſs and Di- 
ſtreſſed, by their good Advice and Authority 3 
their free, yet diſcreet Contribution of their 
Subſtance ; to aſſiſt in the Employment f 
the Poor, and thoſe others, who, if rightly 
order'd, are able to ſerve Themſelves and the 
Publick : To take all care of the fit Inſtru- 
ction of the Youth, and in a particular man- 
ner of. thoſe of the Poorer ſort, who, as they 
are like to be moſt neglected, and are to make 
a very great part of the People, ſo will they, 
according as they are diſregarded or rightly 
brought up, very much determine the Unhap. 
pineſs or Proſperity of a Country. 

Who ſees not this tendency of Charity to 
the Repoſe and Benefit of a State > For thus 
contributing to make the ſeveral Members 
eaſie, it takes away the Occaſion and the Pre- 
tence ; then ſetting them upon Buſineſs, it 
gives them not the leiſure to diſturb the Pub- 
lick Tranquillity, Another Property of this 
Virtue of Charity, and highly beneficial to 
the Community, is, that it cauſes us to diſ- 
courage, both in our ſelves and in others, all 
Calumny, Slander, Evil-ſpeaking, and the like 
Enormities, the Fuel of Strife and Conten- 
tion, and a general Miſchief, that often-times 
keep up in Nations a kind of Civil War in 

their very Bowels. Thou ſbalt 

Lev. xix. 16. not go up and down as 4 Tale- 
| bearer among thy People, was 4 
Commandment of God himſelf, in a Govern- 


ment of his own forming, and is what the 
Inzquity 
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Iniquity of Mankind renders neceſſary to be 
obſerved in all Times and Places. How lo- 
ing and affectionate was the Demeanour of 
Mordecai, ſpeaking Peace to all his Seed; gen- 
tle and kind Words, whatever might belong to 
the Peace and Quiet of his Country- men. 

Fifthly : The laſt Quality of a Lover of 
his Country I ſhall mention, and which will 
be found of a very publick and beneficial In- 
fluence, is, The promoting and encouraging of 
Frugality, and a due contempt of Riches in 
his Country-men. By the former of which, 
{ would not be underſtood to intend ſordid 
Avarice, carrying Men to live unbecomi 
their Stations; or by the latter, a Prohibition, 
through honeft Induſtry, to improve their For- 
tunes: But to recommend on the one hand, 
ſuch an OEconomy and Management as may 
cauſe them to make Proviſion for - themſelves 
and their Families, and not to exceed in 
their Expences their ſeveral Incomes and 
Revenues; and on the other hand, ſuch a 
Neglect and Diſregard of Wealth, as may 
prevent all unworthy Means of obtaining it. 

Theſe two things are join'd and inculcated 
tozether, becauſe the want of them 1s wont 
to produce much the ſame Effect. For when 
Men become craving of Money, whether this 
proceeds from real Neceſlity, occafion'd by 
Extravagancy, or from a fantaſtical Deſire 
of Riches for their own ſake, they then lie 
open to many and various Temptations. 
Frupality is uſually attended with Induſtry, 

| Diligence, 
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Diligence, and Temperance, the Foundation 
of National Wealth, procuring a Competen- 
cy, and diſpoſing us to be contented with our 
＋ 1 which will hinder Us from in. 
vading the Property of others, either by open 
Violence and Force, or by the more plauſi- 
ble and ſecret way, of borrowing and run- 
ning into Debt, without any Intention or (Ca- 
pacity of Repaying, and making Reſtitution. 
From whence - ariſe mutual Uneaſineſs and 
Diſturbance, and falling into Temptation and 
4 Snare. 

Who ſo like to begin and continue Diſor- 
ders and Commotions in a State, as Thoſe 
of deſperate and broken Fortunes? who may 
eaſily be brought to think, there is no other 
way to find a Diſcharge of their Dome- 
Nick Incumbrances, but by troubling Af 
2 and bringing all Things into Confu- 

on. 


The Third and Laſt Part, concerning the 
Love of one's Country in General, was to 
conſider ſome of the Obligations ly ing upon 
People to the Exerciſe of it. 


Where J conceive, it is not ſo needful to 


inſiſt on the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſlity of 
the ſeveral Offices contained in that Duty, 
which I have endeavoured in ſome manner to 
ſhew already, as to manifeſt in the whole, 
why Men ſhould Love their own Country, 


That rather than any Other, and give it the - | 


Preference in their Affection. 
Firſt : 
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Firft : Seeing the Deſign of Government, | 
nd Living in Society, is of the greateſt Ne- 
cc{iity to the Good of Mankind; and the for- 
ming diſtin Governments and Societies in 
different Regions, appears to be highly agree- 
able to the Divine Will, from the different 
Situation of Places, contrived as it were by 
Nature to be the Seats of different Empires 3 | 
and from the Confuſion of Language, and | 
Variety of Tongues, an Intimation and Sign, | 
People ſhould accordingly joyn themſelves 
into reſpective Bodies and Combinations: It 
plainly follows, That the ſeveral Members 
of cach Country, are obliged to contribute 
all they can, in a ſincere Affection, to the 
true Intereſt of That to which they are 
united, Without which Affection, Na- 
tions could not ſubſiſt, and the utmoſt 
Diſorder and Tumult muſt reign in the 
World, 

Secondly: Though there is a near Kin be- 
tween all Men, and we ought to be accord- 
ingly inclined towards one another, in ſhew- 
Actions and Marks of Humanity, and 
in 4: univerfal Concern for our Common and 
everlaſting Happineſs; yet certainly it muſt 
be confefled, with regard to Us, during our 
Contirmance in this Life, there are ſome Re- 
litons reſpecting Mankind, which call for 
a ;rcater Degree of Afﬀection from Us than 


the: ; : 
D Thus 
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Thus we are under ſtricter Obligations, to 
love our own People, our own Country, ra- 
ther than any other. For this is to love our 
Families, our Kindred and Friends, thoſe 
that are moſt dear to us; and not only them, 
but to love our Religion, and that Form of 
Government, we are ſuppoſed to approve; 
and which either tacitly or profeſſedly we 
are obliged to maintain. 

Chriſtianity has indeed introduced a very 
near Relation between all Chriſtians, of what 
Nation or Country ſoever they are, as ha- 
ving one Lord, one Faith, confeſſing them- 
ſelves Citizens of the fame Heavenly Coun- 
try: And who therefore ought, all of them, 
to have the Intereſt of their Prince and Sa- 
viour very much at Heart, and to endeavour, 
in the gentle and peaceable Ways of the Go- 
ſpel, to propagate his Empire far and wide: 
Let is this very reconcilable with the Love 
of one's Country, and a Preference to be 
given to it, as to Temporal Advantage. 
Since the Chriſtian Religion was never de- 
ſigned to deſtroy any the Obligations and 
Dependencies neceſſary to the very Being 
and Continuance of States and Communi- 
ties: So far from it, that of all Inſtitutions, 
it is beſt fitted to make us good Subjects, 
and the moſt uſeful Members of a Na- 
tion. 

Thirdly, Which ought fully to determine 


Chriſtians in this Concern, The Holy — 
ture 
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tyres enjoyn Us the faithful Performance of 
the ſeveral Parts of this Duty. Such as 
a Publick Spirit, not to ſeek our own, but 
every Man another's Wealth. To 
be ſubjett unto the higher Powers. Ron. 8 
To render to all their Dues, Tri- 
bute to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom 
Cuſtom, Fear to whom Fear, Honour to whom 
Honour. That Suplications and 
Prayers be made for all that are Tim. a. a. 
in Authority. Not to ſpeak evil agg 23. 3. 
of the Rulers of thy People. And 
the like Performances, Add to all This, the 
Lovers of their Country ſhall not paſs unre- 
warded : They ſball proſper ; they ſhall be 
in everlaſting Remembrance. The Character 
they bear is moſt honourable, and the higheſt 
Recommendation to the Affection of Mankind. 
They ſhall be great among their Country- 
men, and accepted of the Multitude of their 
brethren. 

ut ſuppoſe their Virtue not to be al- 
ways ſufficiently underſtoo1, or regarded by 
preſent Times; yet thoſe to come will be 
more impartial, and will render the Acknow- 
le/zments due to their extraordinary Merit. 
And they cannot be deprived of this imme- 
dne Reward, that inward Satisfaction of 
Mind, which flows from a Senſe of Doing our 


Duty, and having been ſerviceable and uſeful 
G Mankind. 


D 2 But 
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But it is in another World, that virtuous 
and good Men, and Lovers of their Country, 
ſhall find the full Recompence of their Piety, 
and great and glorious Actions and Exploits, 
and paſt Toils and Dangers undergone for 
the Welfare and Safety of their Country, 
There they ſhall reſt from their Labours, be- 
come Fellow-Citizens with the Saints: Ever- 
laſting Joy ſball be upon their Head, and Sor- 
row and Sighing ſhall flee away. 


II. The laſt Part of this Diſcourſe was to 
apply, what might be ſaid upon our preſent 
| Subject more immediately to our ſelves, as 
| Members of our own Country. | 
| And here, what People, or Nation is there, 

obliged to the Exerciſe of this Duty, if we 
are not? Whether we regard the natural Ad- 
vantages and Benefits of our Country, neither 
few nor inconſiderable, were they now to be 
| infiſted upon: But above all, the Excellen- 
| cy of our Government both in Church and 
| State, contrived to make us eaſy in this 
World, and happy in the next, With rela- 
tion to this World, how admirably does our 
Conſtitution provide for the Preſervation ot 
our Lives and Properties, by equitable and 
known Statutes and Laws, conſented to by 
our ſelves? A Conſtitution, ſo tempered, a8 
to conſult the Dignity of thoſe who are to 
Command, and of thoſe who are to Obey ; by 


which Rulers cannot be Tyrants, nor Sub- 
: ect 
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i&s Slaves. Where the former govern Men, 
who have ſomething they can call their own, 
by which, upon Occafion, to manifeſt to them 
their Affection; and the latter obey ſuch , 
who, as the moſt perfect Beings, are determi- 
ned by Equity and Right. 
With relation to our Spiritual Con 

and another Life, we enjoy the Chriſtianity 
of the Goſpel, in a Church founded on the 
Pattern of the Primitive and beſt Times ; 
n teaching for Doctrines the Commandments 
Men; that ſhuts not up from its Mem- 
bers the Key of Knowledge, the Word of God, 
nor fears, nor refules to be tried by it. For 
Hleſlings of this Nature, who can be uncon- 
c-rned 2 Not to love our Country, is equal 
Folly , Ingratitude, Injuſtice. It is not dif- 
hcult indeed to ſpeak many and great Things 
our excellent Conſtitution and Govern- 
ent. But Talking only will never Form a 
good Patriot? Are Men ſtrict Obſervers of 
ite Laws of God, and the Laws of their 
Country 2 Do they perform their ſeveral Of- 
tec and Employments, with great Induſtry 
aug Honeſty ; far, very far at any Time, and 
upon any Occaſion, from acting knowingly 
in! wiltully contrary to the Publick Good? 
iii is what will make us in reality Lovers 
dur Country. Without Piety and Virtue 
ve tallly pretend to that honourable Name. 
e Religion will both incline and fit Us 
'0 vear the Character; will render Us good 


Subjects, 
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Subjects, obedient not only for Wrath, but al. 


fo for Conſcience-ſake : And ſecuring to Men 
Treaſures infinuely great and laſting in Hea- 
ven, ſuch can afford to ſerve their Country, 
not purely for the Gain and Riches of this 
World; and ſuch can be quiet and peaceable 
under the abſence of them. And what can 
ſo effectually inſpire any one with Courage 
and Reſolution, as Innocence and Holineſs of 
Manners, which enable us to look on Death 
but as the Paſſage to Eternal Life? 

In an univerſal Practice of Piety, let us 
eſpecially take care to love one another. The 
ſeveral Breaches made by a People in their 
Charity and Affection, are, as it were, ſo ma- 
ny Inlets made to give admittance to an 
Enemy that ſhall attempt their Ruin. Sure- 
Iy then ſhould we provide in time againſt 
the ſame Danger from the ſame Cauſe. 
If we will exerciſe our Hatred, let it be 
levelled againſt Mens Vices : This will turn 
to the great Benefit ; as to hate their Perſons, 
will turn to the great Detriment of our 
Country. And let us not ſo far confine to 
ourſelves all Honeſty and Merit, as to con- 
ceive none can have Right and Title to the 
ſame, who do not wholly arrive to the like 
Sentiments with us, either of Perſons or of 
Things. *Tis plain, good Men may and will 
differ ſometimes in their Opinion : But this 
is our Comfort, amidſt all our Diſagreement, 


to conſider, and it is what will render us 
a very 
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z very happy People, if purſued as it ought 
that the thmgs which make for our Peace, and 
our Countries Welfare, are out of Diſpute 
with all who act from a Principle of Piety 


and Conſcience. And who would not defire 


to be of the number of them ? All fuch are 
agreed, it is the Duty of every one, to fear 
God, and to honour the King, and to meddle 
nt with them that are given to change; not 
to ſpeak evil of Dignittes; to be fauhful to 
Engagements made; not to profeſs one thing, 
whilſt the direct contrary is intended 3 to 
fudy to be quiet and to do their own Buſmeſs. 
Theſe Practices are good and profitable, and 
al! honeſt Men confent in them. In other 
things there will be difference of Judgment: 
However to ſet our Neighbour right, when 
we believe him miſtaken, to endeavour 
ſeft Words and ſtrong Reaſoning to alter 2 
falſe Opinion, is a juſt, manly, and uſeful 
way of proceeding. 

\nd here, all who confider with them- 


ſclyes calmly and impartially, will own, that 


the Method to find out Truth in the Ser- 
vice of one's Country, is not for Men to act 
out of Oppoſition and Contradiction, and to 
imagine they can never go far enough from 
one another in their Sentiments and Conduct; 
but in both, to make Reaſon and the Expe- 
ricice of Mankind, and juft ſenſe of their 
Countries Honour and Proſperity, their Rule 
and Guide, As People may tread wrong, by 

following 
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following ſome too cloſe ;, ſo, no doubt, may 


they loſe their Way, by keeping at too great 


Diſtance from others, | 

And oh! that we might all of us at length 
learn to ſacrifice our private Animoſities to 
the Publick Safety, and to our mutual Eaſe 
and Repoſe. Are not the many .and various 
Troubles and Afflictions of Life, which with 
all our Skill and Endeavours we cannot pre- 


vent, ſufficient to diſturb our Quiet; but we 


muſt wilfully and unneceſſarily add to our 
Sorrows, and by biting and devouring one 
another, be in the end conſumed one of ano- 
ther? How much rather ſhould we all of 
us agree and unite in an hearty and faithful 
Love for our Country, to which we are fo 
juſtly called and obliged. We owe it to our 
Country-men ; we owe it to ourſelves ; our 
Holy Religion claims it of us; our Conſtitu- 
tion, by which we are Freemen, invites us 
to it. The way to arrive at this Affection lies 


plain and open before us; the Laus of God 


and the Laws of the Community are our 
Guides, directing us where and how we muſt 
proceed: As we are Members of our excel- 
lent Church, that we ſhould Live and Act as 
that does require, ſhewing upon all Occaſions 
a becoming Zeal for the Proteſtant Faith: 
As we are Members of a Civil Society, that 
we render all due Obedience to our Lawful 
and Rightful Sovereign King GEORGE, 


the Chief and Father of our Country; who 
may 
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may truly be faid to anſwer, in the juſteſt 
Extent, the Deſcription in the Text, of 
Seeking the Wealth , the Happineſs and Proſ- 
perity of his People Submitting our ſelves to 
the Statutes and Laws of our Country, with 
ſteady and conſtant Adherence, as they in an 
eminent Manner dire&, to the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion, That great and important Ad and 
Deed of the Britiſh Nation, under GOD, the 
Security of our Religion and Liberty. And 
in the Defence of which Settlement, neither 
our Duty, nor our Intereſt, can bear us to be 

Remiſs or Indifferent. 
in a Word, by all that can be valuable or 
near to a People, by what we at preſent en- 
joy, or may hope to enjoy, by what we may 
ſuffer in a Change of our Condition, we are 
exhorted to the Love of our Country. Should 
we at any time, for our Sins, and through our 
unnatural Diviſions, be again brought under 
the Tyranny and Scourge of Popery; or 
loling our Liberty, (May our Country for- 
ive us, but to ſuppoſe it!) come under the 
Dominion of a Foreign Nation : How then 
ght the Abſence of thoſe Bleſſings be re- 
z1crted, that ſeem not, by many, to be either 
1nderſtood or valued as they deſerve : How 
1::4 and heavy would that Servitude of 
e and Body fit upon us, accuſtomed to 
governed and managed like Men! Other 
”cople, inured and practiſed in the Ways of 
very, changing their Maſters, would not 
change 
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change their Condition, They could be but 


Slaves ſtill. But We, deprived of the Exer- 
ciſe of our Religion, and of our Liberties, 
ſhould find the moſt ſenſible Alteration , 
muſt be the greateſt Sufferers, be. chaſtiſed 
and tamed to Obedience with Whips and 
with Scorpions, with what corrupted Reli- 
gion could invent, or Arbitrary Power put 
in Execution, That theſe Things may never 
befal us, O labour and contend, O pray 


for the Peace, the Wealth and Happineſs of 


our Country, our Feruſalem : They ſhall 


proſper that love thee. Peace be within thy 


Walls, and Proſperity within thy Palaces. 
And, oh, that it might be ſaid in our Days, 
It is as a City that is at Unity in it ſelf. 
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<queſt of the Hearers. | 
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